Neighbor Claims Yorktown Illegally
Leased Parkland for Pipeline
By Rick Pezzullo
The Town of Yorktown was slapped
with an Article 78 proceeding Friday by a
Shrub Oak homeowner who alleged public
parkland is illegally being leased on Stoney
Street to make room for the controversial
expansion of a gas transmission pipeline in
the area.
Almar LLC, whose sole member is the
Marjorie N. Kopple Revocable Trust and its

trustees Barbara Kopple and Les Kushner,
is seeking to declare null and void the May
19 3-2 vote by the Yorktown Town Board
that authorized Spectra Energy and Algonquin Gas Transmission, LLC to access and
utilize 7.5 acres of temporary workspace
in Sylvan Glen Park Preserve and Granite
Knolls Park West on Stony Street for 11
months and post -construction monitoring
for five years.
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In exchange, Yorktown received $1.5
million plus approximately $600,000 in
public improvements.
"I think we made a very good deal forthe
Town of Yorktown;' Supervisor Michael
Grace said at the time in supporting the
agreement with the backing of fellow Republican councilman Tom Diana and Greg
Bernard. "We had a back and forth with
Spectra for a long period of time:'
Opposing the deal were Councilman
Vishnu Patel, who is running against Grace
for supervisor in November, and Councilwoman Susan Siegel, Patel's running mate
on the Democratic ticket. Despite their opposition, both are named in the lawsuit,
Spectra Energy representatives told
Yorktown officials it planned on starting
to clear land on its right-of-way in Yorktown in October for the pipeline project,
which would run from Stony Point, under the Hudson River, through Peekskill,
Cortlandt, portions of Yorktown and into
Southeast, Connecticut, Rhode Island and
Massachusetts.
The major construction work to remove
an existing 26-inch gas pipeline that has
existed since 1954 without incident and replace it with a 42-inch one would take place
in the summer of 2016 and last for two to
three months. The gas pressure would also
increase by 25%. The project was approved
by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) in March.
"I believe this is a good deal. The land
would have been taken from us. It's a nobrainer,' Bernard remarked in May.
The agreement calls for Spectra to build
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an access road to the Granite Knolls property, which Grace lamented Spectra had
once proposed to develop for multi-purpose recreational fields at no cost to the
town but were turned down by the board.
The road would guarantee the town access to the property once Phoenix House
is sold.
In 20 lOYorktown purchased the Granite
Knolls site for $2.7 million ($900,000 was
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owed to the town in back taxes). $25,000
was later allocated to spruce up the property.
In the lawsuit, Almar contends Yorktown officials violated New York's "Public
Trust Doctrine" that requires any conveyance of public parkland for non-park purposes be approved by the State Legislature.
By not following that procedure, Almar
alleges Yorktown and Algonquin "have attempted an illegal end-run around the redL
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quirement of obtaining legislative approval
by calling their conveyance a license:'
"Adding insult to legal injury, the gas that
will flow through Algonquin's equipment
is not even destined for use in Yorktown,
Westchester County, or the State of New
York:' the lawsuit stated.
Spectra is proposing to run another
pipeline, four miles in length, from Stony
Street to the Town of Somers. The Atlantic
Bridge pipeline, which Spectra is looking
__ ~~

~~

__ ~

__ ~

to start constructing in 2017, would cross
through some residential developments,
Legacy Field and near Thomas Jefferson
and Ben Franklin elementary schools and
a playground on Curry Street.
As a tradeoff for disturbance of a rightof-way near the Indian Point nuclear power plants in Buchanan with its Algonquin
expansion, Spectra will be restoring.junior
Lake in Yorktown by planting 700 new
trees and shrubs.
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