
 
 
 
May 30, 2016 
 
To: Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street NE, Room 1A 
Washington, DC 20426 
 
Re:  Spectra Energy Access Northeast project,  
Docket # PF16-1-000 
 
Ms. Bose: 
 
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) process 
has failed the public and FERC has ignored all public 
comments submitted throughout the permitting process of 
the Spectra AIM project. Therefore, you must reject 
Spectra Energy’s Access Northeast project. 
 
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission held a scoping 
hearing for community input about the Access Northeast 
expansion and many residents asked FERC to reject the project.  

 
Access Northeast is the third proposal on the same Algonquin 
pipeline. This demonstrates a clear case of impermissible 
segmentation under the federal NEPA statute. Spectra has 
proposed these expansions as three separate projects, AIM, 
Atlantic Bridge and Access Northeast, to avoid the true 
evaluation of aggregate (existing and proposed) and 
cumulative health, safety, climate and environmental 
impacts on the region. 



 
FERC said that comments must focus solely on Access Northeast; 
however, AIM must also be addressed because it is the 
foundation of this massive gas infrastructure build-out. 
Resolutions https://sape2016.org/resolutions/ were submitted to 
FERC on AIM by our three counties and several towns through 
which AIM/Atlantic Bridge/Access Northeast passes. These 
provisions were never included in the approval of the AIM project. 
Atlantic Bridge and Access Northeast further compound 
environmental impacts on health, safety and the climate. The 
resolutions called for: 
 

• An independent air emissions baseline assessment 
conducted in areas directly impacted by compressor and 
metering station modifications;  

 
• A comprehensive Health Impact Assessment (HIA)  

conducted to fully evaluate cumulative short term and long 
term as well as direct and indirect impacts of all 
infrastructure components of the AIM project;  
 

• An independent, comprehensive risk assessment of the 
impacts of siting a 42” diameter high pressure gas pipeline 
next to the Indian Point nuclear facility. 

  
The recent 6-day NYSDEC Ozone Health Advisory in effect for the 
NYC area put at risk the elderly, the very young, pulmonary and 
heart condition populations and others with immune deficiencies. 
We are a non-attainment zone for air quality. The need for 
baseline and on-going monitoring of air quality and cumulative 
impacts in AIM remain critical. 
 
These points remain a greater concern for this third Spectra 
project, as expansions of compressor stations, metering and 
regulating stations and other gas infrastructure will further 
compound these impacts. 
 

https://sape2016.org/resolutions/


We also urge FERC to heed Senators Schumer’s and Senator 
Gillibrand’s call on May 20 for a halt on the AIM pipeline 
construction while a NYS independent risk assessment is 
conducted which reiterated Governor Cuomo’s call for a halt in 
construction on February 29, 2016 which you unreasonably 
rejected. Let’s get this right by halting AIM construction with the 
independent risk assessment is conducted and reviewed by 
experts and the public.  
 
NRC misleads when stating that multiple risk assessments have 
been conducted. They have not. A flimsy and flawed analysis on 
the back of an Entergy envelope is no basis for an independent, 
comprehensive and transparent risk assessment. See the 
attachment “What is a Risk Assessment” for how a proper risk 
assessment should be conducted. 20 million people are at risk in 
a 50-mile radius by siting AIM/Atlantic Bridge/Access Northeast at 
Indian Point nuclear facility. Stop this unacceptably dangerous 
siting and let a proper risk assessment proceed while the 
construction is halted. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Stop the Algonquin Pipeline co-founders Paula Clair, Suzannah 
Glidden, Susan McDonnell, Jerry Ravnitzky, Marian Rose, Susan 
Van Dolsen, Ellen Weininger 


